The Bauhaus,  

Was a very influential German school of art and design. It was founded by Walter Gropius in 1919 in an attempt to unify the arts and design under principles similar to the nineteenth century designer William Morris. Based upon ideals of simplified forms and unadorned functionalism and a belief that the machine economy could deliver elegantly designed items for the masses using techniques and materials employed especially in industrial fabrication and manufacture steel, concrete, chrome, and glass. Staff and students designed buildings and they look remarkable today because the principles involved in the design of these became the norm for generations of architects that followed. Simple contrasts between solids and openings and the use of glass curtain walls outside the structure of the building are the features of bauhaus design. Bauhaus school was closed in 1933 by the Nazis.

Paul Klee
I chose Paul Klee because I liked his simplicity of his work even though he was not really an abstract artist but some concerns with abstract qualities of art. He does not fit into any particular group since his interests and experiments in art were so wide-ranged. Klee tended to see the world as a model, a kind of orrery run up by the cosmic clockmaker- a Swiss-god to demonstrate spiritual truth. Klee valued the ‘primitive’ especially the art of children. He loved their freedom to create signs and respected their innocence and directness.

I chose his piece called ‘Death and Fire, as I think it’s a symbol of Paul in many ways. This piece is oil on canvas approximately 46 by 44cm. This piece is to represent Klee’s ill health at the end of his life. This ill health made him very pre-occupied with the darker forces, but also I can see his childlike simplicity in this piece and the approach to art is retained in this. He uses dark colours red, brown, black and also some white and yellow. This painting is like a piece of a mural spray painted on the side of a building created by a child. It is very simple and contains two figures, some geometric shapes and vertical and horizontal lines. 

