   INTRODUCTION

The twentieth century witnessed a communications revolution, from high speed manual delivery of news papers and telegrams at the beginning of the century to almost instant electronic delivery of words or images from all over the world at the end. New technology in building and manufacturing materials and improved techniques in mass production led to a huge change in design.

The steel and glass construction we saw at the end of nineteenth century was augmented by reinforced concrete early in twentieth century, permitting a whole new range of forms, which were gradually assimilated into architectural design.

For many Dutch painters, sculptors, poets, designers and architects developed new styles, which sought the expression of the ideal universal harmony.

Most of the features of the international style have been noted in the De Stijl and Bauhaus buildings we see now days. They have simple, asymmetrical arrangement of geometric forms, extensive glazing that often wraps around the corners of buildings and also open-plan interiors are direct results of concrete, steel and glass construction.
