Naum Gabo, one of the leading figures in the constructivist movement, trained in engineering and physical sciences. He used metals, glass and plastics in his abstract construction’s which sometimes had moving parts. Gabo felt that his art did not need to have any function. This theory didn’t sit well with the Russian state!

Rejecting the solidity of tradition sculpture, Naum Gabo developed open, abstract structures, that explored his ‘vision of space’. Taking the principles of Constructivism, which reduced form to its geometric essentials, Gabo developed his own distinctive sculpture in the 1920’s. Using intersecting sheets of materials such as cardboard or metal, he made works that, rather than being a solid mass, incorporate the space around them. His innovative use of the new man-made, transparent materials such as plastic and perspex, add to his spatial interplay, refracting light and allowing multiple view points. We see this in a piece which  

I chose by Naum Gabo, it is called ‘Linear construction in space No.2’, this piece is made with nylon monofilament and perspex. It is approximately 114.9cm high. Gabo created sculptures that appeared almost weightless. They occupy space in a way that was not previously thought of. I can see the way there are many view points of this piece, it is hung up (in space) so it can be viewed from any angle and as one walks around it one can see the light being caught in many ways through it. It is an odd shape, a bubble even, which is see through and has a cob web likeness. It is weightless looking as the materials, which are used, are feather like and transparent.

When the light catches on this piece many shapes and patterns flicker through the material giving a shimmering look to it.

