De Stijl

The dutch painters, sculptors, poets, designers and architects who formed a group and published a journal called De Stijl which means The style in 1917 were seeking principles of harmony and balance that could be applied to life and society as well as to artb and design. They developed an austere, abstact style which sought an exprression of an ideal of universal harmony and therefore the  escape from the use of individual or particular images and from the representation of natural objects.

This is one of the most major modern movements. It was an art and design school. The main leaders of this enterprise were theo van Doesburg and Piet Mondrian. They were not a close knit but they were however aware of each others work which had common stylistic characteristics ; a reduction of architectural, sculptural, painting and furniture forms to simple, basic geometric elements; the composition of these formal configurations percieved as ‘wholes’ while still remained constructed from others, the use of horizontal and vertical elements only and the use of pure colours- red, yellow, and blue and the neutral colours white and grey and black. 

Their austerity of expression influenced architects and had a great influential force but was fading by 1925 even though some of the most important pieces were produced at this time. Theo Van Doesburg died in 1931 and with him De Stijl.

Piet Mondrian

I chose the piece ‘Broadway Boogie Woogie (1942-43)’ by piet mondrian. Creating this piece he was inspired by skyscrapers and jazz. This is an abstract exercise in rythem and in colour. I can see the compositions of vertical and horizontal lines. It is a very busy piece. It is a map even of skysrapers looking down from above. It is very precise and very detailed. The use of yellow, red ,blue oil paint on canvas and is approximately 127 by 127cm. 

