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WIT PARTICIPATES IN TRADE MISSION TO CHINA LED BY AN TAOISEACH  

Waterford Institute of Technology is forging ever closer 

links with China with plans now afoot to enter into ex-

change, transfer and off-shore delivery of a range of 

courses in Hospitality Management, Computing and 

Education with Chinese universities.  

 

WIT first began to focus its attention on China in 2002 

and to date, the Institute has almost 140 Chinese stu-

dents enrolled in different academic programmes at WIT 

particularly in the area of  English language, Business, 

Hospitality, Engineering and Information Technology. It 

also has a further 600 plus students enrolled on WIT 

programmes which are being run in partnership with key 

Chinese universities.  

 

ñStudents from overseas have been a welcome addition 

to the diversity of the college,ò according to WITôs Interna-

tional Manager, Sinead Cooke. ñThe Institute hopes to con-

tinue and grow this recruitment drive and the next phase of 

Irish Chinese cooperation involves University to University 

partnerships. This adds great value to the internationalisation 

of education as it involves direct contact between educators 

in the two countries, and the sharing of knowledge and 

world views.òñThe diverse range of activities includes ad-

vanced entry and transfer arrangements with Chinese univer-

sities and joint delivery of some programmes in China, a 

process which has involved lecturer exchanges and study 

visits, summer schools and joint research projectsò Ms. 

Cooke revealed. 

 

Head of Development at WIT, Dr Venie Martin, said inter-

national education is an important aspect of this rapidly 

changing world.  ñInternational education leads to increased 

personal contacts between people from different countries.  

Most people agree that increased knowledge and personal 

contacts between young people at the stage of their lives 

when they are forming their future world-view is generally 

positive for society. ñFor international education to succeed, 

there must be a philosophical commitment and an openness 

to cross-cultural perspectives,ò Dr Martin added.   

 

Waterford Institute of Technology furthered its strong links 

and agreements with Nanjing University of Information Sci-

ence & Technology (NUIST), Luoyang Normal University 

(LYNU), Zheijiang University of Media and Communica-

tions (ZUMC) and Suzhou University of Science and Tech-

nology (SUST) through formal discussions at the receptions 

and business breakfasts hosted by Enterprise Ireland in 

Shanghai and Beijing. Almost all universities, institutes of 

technology and independent colleges sent representatives to 

what was the second largest trade mission to China from 

Ireland. Mr. Paul Barry, Head of School of Science, Ms. 

Sinead Cooke, International Manager and Ms. Hellen Kang, 

China Liaison Co-ordinator at WIT attended this second 

Trade Mission.  

 

In the course of the Mission, both the Taoiseach and Minis-

ter for Education and Science emphasised the importance for 

Ireland of developing partnerships between Irish and Chi-

nese institutions in higher education learning. It is hoped to 

increase the number of students from China studying in Ire-

land in third level education.  This is a vital contributor to 

the ú1.32 billion worth of trade that Ireland already does 

with China. 



 

 

 

Dr Venie Martin, Head of Development at WIT, has hailed as óa 

great successô the Instituteôs participation in a recent mission led 

jointly by Enterprise Ireland and Education Ireland to Brazil and 

Mexico . Mr Don OôNeill, from WITôs International Office, vis-

ited both countries on this mission which coincided with the open-

ing of an Enterprise Ireland office in Mexico City . This follows on 

from the opening last year of an office in São Paulo, Brazil , to 

service the needs of Irish industry and education in these key de-

veloping markets.  

 

As part of the mission to Brazil, the Irish delegation met with pro-

spective students at one of the worldôs largest student recruitment 

fairs, the Salão do estudante in São Paulo . Enterprise Ireland 

hosted the eventôs launch reception which was attended by dele-

gates from over twenty countries, and at which Mr OôNeill gave a 

presentation on WIT and its role in Irish education in Portuguese. 

The Irish Universities and Institutes of Technology then moved to 

Mexico to attend the Europosgrados education fair firstly in Mon-

terrey and then in Mexico City . Here again there was considerable 

interest in courses offered at WIT particularly in the areas of Busi-

ness, Information Technology and Engineering. A Mexican stu-

dent, Arturo Rodriguez, who studied on the Bachelor of Business 

Studies programme at WIT was present on the WIT stand in Mon-

terrey and delighted the local students with his account of the time 

he spent in Waterford . 

 

Ms Máire Henry, Head of Department of Architecture at WIT, 

who also travelled to Mexico along with Mr Juergen Bauer, course 

leader for the BSc in Architecture, has said that she is óparticularly 

pleasedô with óa landmark new agreementô signed with the Univer-

sidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), in Mexico City. 

UNAM is Latin Americaôs largest university with a student body 

approaching 290, 000 students. This agreement was signed be-

tween the departments of Architecture of both institutions at a 

ceremony which was witnessed by the Irish ambassador to Mex-

ico , Mr Dermot Brangan. This exciting new venture ówill focus on 

student and staff exchange between the two institutions, beginning 

with a workshop to be held in Mexico City this autumn and to be 

attended by WIT staff and studentsô, said Ms Henry. The link was 

facilitated from the outset by Mexican staff at the Waterford archi-

tecture practice of Fewer, Harrington, Lawlor and Partners, who 

have been working in the city for many years. 

 

As part of WITôs commitment to developing links with leading 

international universities, two very exciting exchange agreements 

were negotiated in Mexico, adding to the one already in place with 

ITESO University in Guadalajara . An accord was signed with the 

Universidad Autónma de Nuevo León (UANL) in Monterrey 

which is Mexico ôs third largest university with a student popula-

tion of over 116,000. óWe are particularly excited about this new 

agreement as it is our first initiative with an Irish instituteô, said 

Carlos Medina, Head of International Affairs at UNAL Monter-

rey. óIreland is still a very new destination for students from Latin 

America, but this year with Enterprise Irelandôs increased focus on 

branding Ireland as a quality destination for academic study and 

research, and WITôs links with three leading Mexican universities 

we hope to see more students coming from this region in the com-

ing yearsô, said Mr OôNeill. óA further outcome of this missionô, 

said Dr Venie Martin, ówas the Instituteôs success in being ac-

cepted by the prestigious Mexican state scholarship body CONA-

CYT, which will mean that our postgraduate courses will now be 

open to the brightest young Mexican student scholarship holders, 

putting the Institute on a list which includes the leading universi-

ties of the world. This is very gratifying and exciting for us at 

WIT.ô 

EXPANSION OF WIT LATIN AMERICAN LINKS  

Are you involved in a project with an òinternational flavouró or are you interested in writing an article with an international 
theme? We welcome articles from staff and students. Email: international@wit.ie 

2008 Snapshots 

WIT South Asian Society host welcome party for new South 

Asian students 

2008 CSSA committee with WIT international offic staff 



 

 

Waterford Institute of Technologyôs nursing department, head-

ing a European consortium, has beaten off stiff competition from 

across Europe to win ú365,000 in research funding aimed at 

helping reduce stress and burn-out amongst trainers working 

with people with mental health difficulties right across the EU. 

  

The nursing department has again shown its research expertise 

in winning funding to develop an accessible and user-friendly on

-line, web-based de-stressor programme for support staff work-

ing in vocational rehabilitation, employment support or social 

care environments along with people with mental health issues. 

Project leader, Dr John Wells, said the project will begin from 

next month. ñThe quality of the partnerships forged to pursue 

this innovative project is a recognition of the research expertise 

that the Department of Nursing at WIT offers international re-

search and service partners in the area of mental health in the 

workplace.ò If European Commission policy on social integra-

tion of people with mental health problems is to be realised in 

member states, retention of experienced trainers and support 

personnel in the vocational training sector will be a significant 

factor affecting successful implementation, the project leaders 

say. However, studies indicate that working in this area of train-

ing can be particularly challenging for staff in terms of occupa-

tional stress, emotional exhaustion and óburn-outô, which is a 

significant reason for experienced personnel leaving posts. This 

in turn significantly diminishes the ability of services to provide 

effective delivery of services to users. 

While a number of de-stressor programmes have been developed 

for staff working in clinical environments, no such programmes 

have been developed to support staff working in vocational reha-

bilitation, employment support or social care environments. 

The ROSE (Reducing Occupational Stress in Employment) pro-

ject is particularly significant at this time as levels of stress in 

the workplace and society at large are likely to increase as a con-

sequence of the current economic downturn. The project is de-

monstrable evidence of the immediate social and health rele-

vance of innovative research conducted by WIT and its partners, 

Dr Wells added. ñIt will provide an accessible and user friendly 

web based de-stressor programme. It will be available to ser-

vices throughout the year; 24 hours a day. The project will fa-

cilitate overall staff retention through reducing individual stress 

and óburn outô. ñThe project will also provide data and informa-

tion to support local services and European Commission initia-

tives on social inclusion, workplace support, policy harmonisa-

tion and mental health. 

ñROSE will be trans-national in nature and will provide a trans-

ferable programme between member states and thereby facilitate 

career mobility and information sharing between states as this 

relates to managing work related stress within the health and 

social care sector,ò he added. The research team at WIT includes 

Dr John Wells, team leader (Head of the Department of Nursing, 

WIT); Dr Margaret Denny (Department of Nursing, WIT); Mr 

John Sheppherd (Department of Computing, Mathematics & 

Physics, WIT) and Prof Trudi Chalder (Department of Psycho-

logical Medicine, Kingôs College London). 

  

Partner organisations include the European Association of Ser-

vice Providers for People with Disabilities, Brussels; the Na-

tional Federation of Voluntary Bodies Providing Services to 

People with Intellectual Disability Ltd., Ireland; RD Consult, 

Ireland; The Home Farm Trust Ltd, UK; Pro mente steiermark 

GmbH, Austria; Associazione Scuola Viva, Italy; Fundatia Al-

pha Transilvana, Romania. 

WIT secures fund to set up EU-wide de-stressor programme  

 

 

 

 



 

 

2006 SNAP SHOTS 

 

 

VISIT OF MEMBERS FROM THE EUROPEAN 

COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES  

WIT was pleased to host a visit  by European Council Representatives from Univer-

sities in Georgia, USA.  An agreement was signed for WIT to become the Irish Cen-

tre for their renowned Summer Programme for around sixty US undergraduates. 

They were delighted with the facilities at WIT and with the opportunities for sport 

and recreation in Waterford City and the surrounding areas.  

 

Photographed at Waterford Castle are Professor Neal McCrillis from Columbus 

State University, Ms Sinead Cooke, International Manager WIT, Dr Venie Martin, 

Head of Development WIT and Professor David Starling, Valdosta University, 

Georgia.  
 

Head of Development  Dr. Venie Martin,  

mail: vmartin@wit.ie    

 
International Affairs Manager  Ms. Sinead Cooke  

mail: scooke@wit.ie         Query: General queries, USA, Canada, Kazakhstan, Indonesia  

 

International Student Welfare Ms. Fiona Purcell  
mail: fpurcell@wit.ie         Query: Student Welfare, Admissions  

 

International Student Support Ms. Selma Cheasty  

mail: scheasty@wit.ie     Query: Student Welfare  
 

Erasmus Administrator  Ms. Sonya Walsh  

mail : scwalsh @wit.ie       Query: Erasmus  

 
International Development Officer   Mr. Brían McNamara  

mail: bmcnamara@wit.ie  Query: South Asia, Sout East Asia, Japan, Korea  

 

China Co - ordinator  Ms. Hellen Kang  

mail: hkang@wit.ie            Query: China  
 

Latin America Contact Mr. Don O`Neil  

mail: doneill@wit.ie          Query: Central/South America  

 

 
Keep in touch with the international office 

VICTORY FOR WIT IN THE CRICKET MUNSTER SHIELD  

WIT students put on an excellent display of cricket against Lismore in the final of the senior shield recently. The last game of the 

Munster cricket season was the Senior Shield which was held in the picturesque venue of Lismore's Castle Farm on a beautiful 

Septemberôs day.  

WIT won the toss and decided to bat. They had a good start 

putting on 27 for the first wicket, as Krantz was out for 13. Haq 

joined Saeed and put on a match winning 67 partnership before 

Haq was out for 28. WIT passed the 100 and wickets started to 

fall all too regularly. Saeed made 41 and Adeel was the only 

other player to get double figures, 14, as WIT were all out for 

149 after 37.3 overs. Lismore bowled well without much luck. 

Raz bowled a very accurate spell. Bowling 5 overs for 7 runs 

but it was Sunil and Oliver Ind who did the damage. Both 

bowled well to end up with 3 wickets each. Sunil had 3 for 5 

off 5 overs and Oliver 3 for 12. So Lismore fancied their 

chances with 150 to win off 50 overs. 

Lismore got off to a good start putting on 17 for the first 

wicket. But once Oliver was out wickets fell at regular inter-

vals. Only David Ind got to double figures scoring 11. All the 

batsmen had chances to make their name but got out. Sunil and Paddy Byrne made the biggest partnership of 19 before Paddy was 

run out. With this, Lismoreôs last slim chance was over and soon enough Lismore were all out for 74 in 26.4 overs. WIT bowled 

very well overall. Haq was the main destroyer bowling a brilliant spell taking 4 for 32 off his 10 over's. He was ably supported by 

Adeel who got 2 for 17 off his 10. Ali Nasseer took 2 for 12 to finish Lismore off. If you are interested in getting involved with the 

cricket team, please contact clubs and socities or the international office for details (international@wit.ie). 

Pictured left: Irish 

Ambassador to   

India, Mr. Kieran 

Dowling and WIT 

International Devel-

opment Officer Mr. 

Brían McNamara; 

attending the recent 

Education Ireland 

recruitment fair in 

New Delhi 
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