


Una Cummins, lecturer in English as a Foreign Lan-
guage at WIT, recently presented a copy of her thesis to
the Luke Wadding Library. The thesis gained an MA in
Applied Linguistics for Una and has made a significant
contribution to international education at WIT. Una was
congratulated on behalf of WIT by Dr Venie Martin and
the thesis was accepted on behalf of the Library by
Helen Hayden, Assistant Librarian.

In her research, Una interviewed Chinese students at
WIT, two visiting Chinese Professors and Irish Lectur-
ers teaching Chinese students. In general she found that
Chinese students had adapted well to the Irish teaching
and learning styles. The lecturers interviewed expressed
their satisfaction with the performance of their Chinese
students and commended their attempts to integrate into
the WIT community. They also highlighted their own
interest in learning more about Eastern education sys-
tems and how they could adapt their teaching to the
needs of the Chinese and other international students.

WIT LECTUERER PRESENTS THESIS ON INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

Pictured above: Ms. Mary Fenton, Dr. Richard
Hayes, Ms. Helena Walsh Kiely, Dr. Venie Martin,
Ms. Helen Hayden & Una Cummins.

Following extensive contacts between WIT and Malaysia
over the past two years, WIT was selected by the Malaysian
Embassy as the Irish destination for a two week study visit
by a delegation from Malaysia. The delegation of six sen-
ior educators comprised two representatives of the Ministry
of Higher Education, three Heads of Polytechnic Institutes
and one Head of a Community College. The purpose of the
visit was to study the role of WIT as an economic driver of
the South East Region. Their interests ranged from curricu-
lum, to staff development, to services for industry, lifelong
learning and MIS. One development in WIT which they
found particularly interesting was the technology behind
the WIT smart card. During their two week stay, they were
also hosted by external partners of WIT including FAS,
IDA and Bausch and Lomb.

They all agreed that their visit was extremely successful
and that they had achieved their goals and more. They really appreciated the warm welcome and hospitality
offered to them by everyone they met in Waterford. From the point of view of WIT, the Institute as always
was pleased to play its role in promoting Ireland as a destination for study and tourism and for trade. We are
also happy that seeds have been sown for future co-operation in such activities as student transfers, study
abroad, summer schools, joint research and development and technology transfer.

REPRESENTATIVES FROM MALAYSIAN MINISTRY OF EDUCATION VISIT WIT

Pictured above: Mr. Denis Moran Head of the WIT School of
Engineering, Mr. Tony McFeely WIT Finance Manager along
with delegates from the Malaysian Department of Education



Two representatives of WIT, Dr Venie Martin, Head of Development
and Ms Sinead Cooke, International Manager joined the first Irish
educational delegation to Kazakhstan from the 11th to the 15th Octo-
ber. This new country, a former Soviet Republic, was identified by
Enterprise Ireland as a good prospective educational partner for Ire-
land for several reasons. Firstly, there is a high demand for interna-
tional qualifications, especially for degrees taught through English.
Kazakhstan has had a rich educational history inherited from the
USSR, however, today its educational infrastructure has not yet
reached a stage where it matches the needs of its diverse and growing
economy or the country’s societal needs. As well as being fashion-
able for young Khazaks to study abroad, it is also essential that they
do so, especially in countries with along tradition of academic excel-
lence like Ireland.

Each year about 10,000 students from Kazakhstan go overseas to
study. The most popular destinations to date are the UK (5,000), USA
(1000) and Russia (1,000). Only 150 students from this country are
currently studying in Ireland.

Kazakhstan is a huge country covering a territory equivalent to the whole of Western Europe - 2.7 million sq km (1 mil-
lion sq miles) with a population of 15.4 million (UN, 2005). It has vast mineral resources and enormous economic po-
tential. The varied landscape stretches from the mountainous, heavily populated regions of the east to the sparsely popu-
lated, energy-rich lowlands in the west, and from the industrialised north, with its Siberian climate and terrain, through
the arid, empty steppes of the centre, to the fertile south. Ethnically, the country is as diverse, with the Kazakhs making
up over half the population, the Russians comprising just over a quarter, and smaller minorities of Ukrainians, Germans,
Chechens, Kurds, Koreans and Central Asian ethnic groups accounting for the rest. These groups generally live in har-
mony and it amongst the most stable countries politically in the “stans”.
Since independence, there has been major foreign investment in the Caspian oil sector. Oil development has brought
rapid economic growth. An oil pipeline linking the Tengiz oil field in western Kazakhstan to the Russian Black Sea port
of Novorossiysk opened in 2001. There are plans to escalate oil exports by linking Kazakh resources to the Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline which began operating in summer 2005. A pipeline to China was opened in late 2005 and other
routes are also being explored.

This prosperity means that many parents are in a position to support
their young people to study abroad. In addition Kazakhstan has estab-
lished a special Bolashak scholarship programme which will support
over 3000 young people to study abroad at undergraduate and post-
graduate levels. This is a very generous scheme which will cover all
the students tuition and living costs. Dr Martin and Miss Cooke met
with the organizers of the scheme and signed an agreement whereby
the Institute will be recognized by the Kazakh Ministry of Education
as an appropriate destination for recipients of these scholarships. The
disciplines which particularly interested them were Agriculture/
Horticulture and Forestry, Healthcare Management, Public Admini-
stration, Educational Development, Information Technology, Innova-
tion, Architecture and Construction Studies, Food Microbiology and
Arts and Culture.

WIT is looking forward to hosting a visit from the Bolashak Pro-
gramme organizers in the near future and following that, to welcome
its first students from Kazakhstan.

WIT develops academic links with Kazakhstan

2006 SNAP SHOTS

Robert Hyde & Ray Cullen, Lecturers in Cookery and
Hospitality, pictured with students involved in WIT In-
tercultural Week.

Pictured above (far right) Sinead Cooke, WIT Interna-
tional Affairs Manager, with Kazakh Students at the
recent Enterprise Ireland fair in Kazakhstan.



Keep in touch with the
International Team

Head of Development
Dr. Venie Martin,
mail: vmartin@wit.ie
Query: Pakistan, Thailand, Malaysia

International Affairs Man-
ager
Ms. Sinead Cooke
mail: scooke@wit.ie
Query: USA, Canada, Kazakhstan,
Vietnam, Indonesia

International Academic
Liaison Officer
Mr. Brían McNamara
mail: bmcnamara@wit.ie
Query: India, Nepal, Bangladesh,
Korea, Japan

Erasmus Administrator
Ms. Sonya Walsh
mail: scwalsh@wit.ie
Query: Erasmus

China Co-ordinator
Ms. Hellen Kang
mail: hkang@wit.ie
Query: China

International Student Sup-
port Co-ordinator
Ms. Fiona Purcell
mail: fpurcell@wit.ie
Query: Student Welfare

Latin America Contact
Mr. Don O`Neil
mail: doneill@wit.ie
Query: Central/South America

2006 SNAP SHOTS

WIT International Students Avail of New Scholarship

Upcoming Exhibitions in
2006/2007

In 2007 representatives from
WIT will be visiting China,
India (In April for the Irish
Education Fair Tour), Paki-
stan, Thailand, Kazakhstan,
Russia, Saudi Arabia and
Korea. Education agents and
partners will be updated with
the specific dates of our visits
very soon. The primary aim
of these events is to meet
with and counsel prospective
students on the study oppor-
tunities at WIT

Keep in touch with all the
latest developments on
www.wit.ie.

September 2005 saw the announcement at WIT that international students who suc-
cessfully complete their undergraduate degree at WIT are now entitled to up to 50%
tuition fee scholarship on their postgraduate studies at WIT

Over 25 students from China, India and Pakistan have benefited from the scheme to
date. For full information on this scholarship scheme please contact Mr. Brían
McNamara, WIT International Academic Liaison on 0035351 845630 or bmcna-
mara@wit.ie.

WIT is sensitive to the high costs that international students incur when living and
studying in Ireland. This scholarship scheme aims to encourage WIT international
students to undertake postgraduate studies.

WIT offers both taught and research post graduate opportunities (up to PhD level)
in many disciplines including, Business, Computing, Engineering and ITC.

For a full listing of postgraduate opportunities at WIT please visit www.wit.ie

NEW FEBRUARY INTAKE ANNOUNCED

Two postgraduate programmes will be accepting students for a February intake for the
first time in 2007. The MSc in Computing in Information Systems Processes and MSc in
Electronic Engineering are now accepting applications. The deadline for applications is
November 30th 2006.

For full information please visit www.wit.ie

ITESO is the Jesuit University of Guadalajara in Western Mexico. Founded in 1957, it belongs to
the network of over 200 Jesuit Universities worldwide. It shares with them a 450 year educa-
tional tradition preparing leaders in all fields of the arts and sciences. Among private universities
in Mexico, ITESO has the greatest number of professors in the National System of Researchers,
the greatest number of books published, as well as an outstanding library. The campus is located
on 100 acres in the Primavera forest. The layout of natural and architectural spaces creates a set-
ting designed to stimulate students intellectual, spiritual, emotional and physical development.
ITESO was recently visited by Dr Venie Martin and Mr Don O’Neill from WIT. Dr Martin re-
ports that it is one of the most beautiful campuses she had had the pleasure to visit and the physi-
cal development ethos could translate well to the Carriganore campus of WIT.

Dr Martin and Mr O’Neill met with the Rector and Director of the International Office and they
identified a range of courses and activities comparable to those in WIT and agreed to organise a
series of mutually beneficial activities such as staff and student exchanges and joint research pro-
jects. Visitors from Waterford would find Guadalajara a very attractive and welcoming place. It
is Mexico’s second city, founded in 1542, and is often referred to as the “Pearl of the West”. It is
full of contrasts and tradition and offers a unique mixture of modern amenities and provincial
charm.

Dr Martin and Mr O’Neill were in Mexico to attend the Europosgrados recruitment fairs in Mex-
ico City, Guadalajara and Monterey. There was a huge interest in studying in Ireland based on its
use of English, the ease of getting visas and the reputation for academic excellence and the eco-
nomic impact of education in the creation of the “Celtic Tiger”. WIT is looking forward to re-
ceiving its first Mexican students in the coming academic year. This will add greatly to the inter-
national profile of the WIT campus and to the city of Waterford.

WIT signs academic agreement with ITESO in Mexico



2006 SNAP SHOTS

On Wednesday 10th May, a group
from fifteen Heads of Universities in
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City visited
WIT as part of an educational pro-
gramme organised for them by En-
terprise Ireland. They visited five
Universities plus DIT and WIT. In
fact WIT was the first Irish Higher
Education Institute to appoint and
agent in Vietnam and to sign a part-
nership agreement with a Vietnamese
University for student and staff ex-
changes and transfers in Electronics
and Manufacturing Engineering.
The Rector of this University, Hanoi
Industrial University, Professor
Hoang Van Dien was part of the
delegation and was very pleased to
meet WIT's Denis Moran and Albert
Byrne. This agreement was signed

last Autumn by Dr Venie Martin and
Dr Collette Lee, during WIT's edu-
cational mission to Thailand. WIT's
International Manager, Sinead Cooke
and our Asia Co-ordinator Hellen
Kang also visited Vietnam earlier
this year. A new WIT / Vietnam part-
nership on flexible learning and cur-
riculum development is currently in
planning with the MAP Office. Since
Vietnam is a country with a popula-
tion of over 80 million, a strong in-
dustrial policy and a drive to mod-
ernise its Universities, it presents an
excellent opportunity for links and
recruitment. The Government of Ire-
land has recognised this by recently
setting up an Irish Embassy in Hanoi.

VISIT OF VIETNAMESE UNIVERSITY
REPRESENTATIVES TO WIT

Each year for the last three years WIT has
taken part in Enterprise Ireland fairs in India
along with representative from each of the
Universities and Institutes of Technology.

In September 2006 WIT enrolled 12 Indian
students, who were attracted to WIT for the
quality of programmes, state of the art facili-
ties and the competitive cost of living com-
pared with Dublin.

The students come to WIT from different
parts of India including Hyderabad, New
Delhi and Bangalore. In December 2006 a
delegation led by Dr.Denis Harrington, Di-
rector of WIT’s Graduate Business School
will take part in eight education fairs
throughout India. One of the fairs the WIT
delegation will take part in is a fair organised
by the European Union (EHEF). This is the
first time such a large European delegation
has visited India. This trip will also include
visits to Indian Universities to develop joint
accreditation on certain programmes. Mr.
Ger Long from School of Accountancy, Mr.
Brían McNamara, International Academic
Liaison Officer and Ms. Ciara Cawley from
the School of Science will make up the WIT
delegation

Currently there are a total of 16 Indian stu-
dents studying at WIT. WIT signed an MOU
in 2005 with Banasthali Vidyapith University
in Rajasthan, India.

The Deputy Mayor of Waterford warmly
welcomed almost 200 new International
arrivals at WIT in September. He
stressed the importance of these students
to the city and assured them of the
friendship and welcome from everyone
from the City Council to local shopkeep-
ers. He expressed his wish that the stu-
dents would take time to get to know this
beautiful region and its many recrea-
tional facilities.

Waterford is now one of the preferred
destinations for overseas students. They
are attracted by the reputation of the In-
stitute for academic excellence, for the
support and care offered to International
students and for honesty and value for
money. This combination has seen con-
tinuing growth in WIT’s recruitment

from Asia, despite a global decline in the
number of Chinese students going over-
seas.

WIT international students come from
most EU countries, China, India, Paki-
stan, Thailand, USA and Canada. Coun-
tries which were represented for the first
time this year included Malaysia, Bul-
garia and the Czech Republic.

It has now become a tradition for the
International students to be entertained
on arrival by the Mulcahy Bible School
of Dancing. They really enjoy the danc-
ing and the photo opportunity – photos
of students and Mulcahy Bible Dancers
are now displayed in homes all over
Asia.

Warm Welcome for New International Arrivals

WIT AN ATTRACTIVE
CHOICE FOR INDIAN

STUDENTS

Cllr. Davy Daniels, Deputy Mayor of
Waterford pictured with some of the
new WIT international students.


